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Friday 26th February 2021 

 

School Road 

Earith 

Huntingdon 

Cambs  PE28 3QB 

 

Tel:  01487 841868 

 

Email: 

office@earith.cambs.sch.uk 

 

Website:  

www.earith.cambs.sch.uk 

 

Head Teacher:   Mr T Abbs 

 

Reopening of Earith Primary School, 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Most of the new guidance is still in-line with the September Reopening guidance, apart from a few subtle 

changes.  Please take the time to read the whole letter to remind yourselves of our expectations.  

  

Reopening Date & Attendance 

School will reopen on Monday 8th March.  Attendance will be mandatory for all pupils (except those who 

are clinically extremely vulnerable or need to self-isolate).  Normal attendance/absence procedures and 

recording will be re-introduced. Children are expected to attend full time.   

 

Access to Site & Staggered Start & Finish Times 

 

Parents: please wear a face mask on site unless you have a valid reason not to.  This will not be 

challenged by me, nor should be by other parents.   

 

Teachers/TAs and volunteers are not required to wear face masks unless they wish to.  They are only 

advised for areas in school in which adults feel they cannot achieve social distancing from each other. 

 

Do not congregate in the school grounds or outside the gates. 

 

Do not allow your child to have close contact with children who are in other bubbles. 

 

Do not allow your child to scooter on site, especially with the return of larger numbers of parents 

(especially those with toddlers) and other pupils. 

 

One parent per family to collect/drop off to avoid unnecessary numbers on site please. 

 

Access to the office/foyer is allowed, but only if it is vital.  You can call or email the school office, or me. 

 

Parents are not allowed into the classrooms. 

 

In order to ease congestion and support social distancing, the following start and finish times will be in 

place.  Please drop off your child at the side door to their classroom and collect them at the following 

times: 

 

Year: 4, 5 & 6 Banksy Class:    8:40 am & 3:15 pm 

 

Year 2 & 3 Dali Class:   8:45 am & 3:10 pm 

 

Year 1 pupils Dali & Picasso class:  8:50 am & 3:05 pm 

 

Year R  Picasso Class:   9:00 am & 3:00 pm 
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If you have children in more than one class, we will be flexible with these times.  You will not be turned 

away and we will, of course, look after your children until you arrive. However, please be reasonable with 

this and wait patiently if teachers are still setting up. 

 

Break Time & Lunch Provision 

 

Still operating existing staggered times and separate bubbles in Hall and outside.  Hot meals are back on 

site from March 8th. 

 

Visits/visitors to the school e.g. linked to the curriculum will be allowed/ considered at my discretion 

 

After school clubs will resume from March 8th.  We will be in contact further about this.  The guidance now 

states that: From 8 March, schools are allowed to resume before and after school activities if “the offer 

helps parents to attend work and/or supports pupils’ wider education”.  My feeling on this is that all sport 

supports pupils’ wider education therefore all of our pupils are 100% eligible.  In fact, nothing would 

please me more than to see the children enjoying this offer after school.  They will be free again until 

further notice so please take advantage when the situation presents itself. 

 

School Uniform: 

Please send your child in full school uniform each day.  This is really important to build that sense of 

collectiveness and belonging. We will be monitoring this.     

 

Staff dress code has also been lapsed during lockdown, but will also revert back, in-line with our staff 

handbook from March 8th.  I have higher expectations on my own attire returning, too – not to mention a 

decent haircut when I am allowed. 

 

PE Days 

Picasso:   Tuesday & Thursday 

Dali:   Monday & Wednesday 

Banksy:  Friday 

 

PE lessons will take place outside but can also be held in a ventilated hall.  Children should come into 

school, wearing a full, weather-appropriate outdoor PE kit with sensible footwear (and a change of this if 

necessary) for their day’s PE.  Pupils wearing tights should bring in socks.  

 

You will already know from our school prospectus that our children’s PE kit should be plain black shorts 

and white t-shirts – we will also allow blue shorts.  This extends to tracksuits, too.  Please ensure, if your 

child is coming to school in their PE kit from March 8th, they are wearing a black or blue tracksuit/shorts – 

the plainer the better and a white t-shirt. We do not wish these days to be treated like a non-uniform day 

because in larger classrooms, this can impact on behaviour, which impacts on effort, which impacts on 

learning.  We will monitor this and if necessary, provide children with spare kit from school. 

 

Children should not be wearing earrings on PE days.  Some of the older children will be capable of 

removing their own earrings which is fine.  However, we are not allowed to take them out, so if they can’t 

manage this, they will need to be removed before coming to school. 

 

Please note: PE lessons will resume on the first week back – week commencing March 8th. 

 

Equipment & Classrooms 

Children are allowed to bring into school coats, PE kits, book bags, water bottles etc. and can borrow 

books/other school resources from the school library/class to take home.  Please just keep it to the 

essentials only e.g. no toys from home.  We will provide children with their own pencil, pens etc. in school. 

 

Classrooms are still required to be setup in the current way. 

 

Enhanced Cleaning/Hygiene Regimes: 

It is not necessary for children to bring in their own hand gel unless you wish them to.  We have a supply 

of this in school.  However, handwashing with soap is much more effective.  We ensure this happens 

throughout the day as part of our daily routine and the children, as I am sure those that have remained 

at home, are very accustomed to it already. 
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Children will be asked to wash their hands with soap on arrival and at multiple points throughout the day. 

Class bubbles have their own toilets with designated cubicles for girls and boys. Toilets and door handles 

are cleaned at multiple points throughout the day on a rota.   

 

Teachers will spray and wipe tables throughout the day.  Resources are cleaned, or quarantined for use 

between bubbles, or bubbles keep their own resources (in accordance with surface spread times).  

 

Illness 

If your child is ill, do not send them in.  Follow the advice we are all now familiar with: advice. Staff test 

themselves using lateral flow tests, bi-weekly. 

 

Recommencing Homework & Sustaining Positives of Google Classroom  
 

Parents: you have worked tirelessly to ensure your children have had habitual access to Google 

Classroom and you are now fully versed in its use. Keeping the momentum of children continuing to 

engage and access this software is now vitally important and a direction for school improvement.   
  
With that in mind – coupled with not wanting to overload children – following pupils’ full return on March 

8th, it seems prudent to assign at least one item on there for children to access each week for homework, 

up until Easter holidays.  Teachers will try and make this as fun and engaging as possible. Indeed, we 

have already heard from many pupils how much they like it and want to continue accessing it.  
  
Our full homework policy will recommence after the Easter Holidays and will be appended to Google 

Classrooms each week, moving forward.   
 

Our aim is to be 100% paperless so we will happily support the minority of families that still need help with 

Google Classrooms, or have access to technology issues in order to make this happen.  
 

 

The Fun Stuff! (Curriculum) 

 

All teachers attended staff meeting this week.  Our agenda focussed on one thing only: how will our 

provision/the curriculum be responsive to the emergent needs of our children following Lockdown? 

 

Here are some of our immediate responses/current thinking to returning priorities: 

 

-School expectations for behaviour: the School Code; our 5Rs, our motto… 

 

-The importance of oracy and dialogic teaching: greater opportunities for classroom discussion: 

reasoning, arguing, explaining and debating with each other, for example. 

 

-No trips still, so experiential opportunities: drama, enrichment activities, hooks for learning etc. crucially 

important 

 

-PSHE & flexibility over circle time where appropriate.  Opportunities for team/group work on focussed 

activities to promote team/group bonding and re-establishing & re-connecting friendship groups as the 

dynamics of some of these groups will have/has changed. STEM week a perfect opportunity on return. 

 

-Greater opportunities for outdoor learning, practical aspects of lessons and being physically active, 

especially given how much screen time our youngsters have had ,and with the shift in nicer weather. 

 

-Writing tasks to have a clear audience and purpose to maximise buy-in/pleasure for writing. 

 

-Developing children’s ability to be active citizens, ensuring every child has a role/responsibility within 

school 

 

-New school awards for presentation and writing are being designed as a new focus for celebratory 

assemblies, focusing on whole school priorities. 
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-Catch-up funding is being used, and will continue to be used for eligible pupils to run any additional 

interventions to provide them with the best chance possible at diminishing gaps in learning. 

 

-Additional services/resources to support identified children’s social and emotional wellbeing in 

consultation with the school SENCO, 

 

Parents: please feel free to contact me, the school, or your class teacher if there is anything else that you 

feel strongly about.  Your children will also be consulted with next week. 

 

In the meantime, thank you in advance for your continued support.  With the return of some welcomed-

weather; a relaxing Easter break for our children, parents, staff and COVID; a couple of jabs here and 

there, and plenty of exciting learning opportunities on the horizon, I cannot help but feel positive about 

our future.  

 

Mr Abbs 

 

Head Teacher 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 


