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MATHS ENGLISH 
REPRESENTING NUMBER 

Choose a number.  Write it in the middle of a blank piece of 

paper (make sure you form it correctly!)  Find different ways 

to represent your number.  Record the different ways around 

the number. Here are some ideas:  

 

    
 

For and extra challenge try this Year 1 lesson on BBC 

Bitesize: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zb9pnrd 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING   

 

BEING BRAVE 

Talk about being brave with your family members.  When have 

you been brave?  (when you fell over, hurt yourself, were faced 

with a new situation?) 

 

Create some badges and give them to your family members 

when they showed bravery. 

  

  3D SHAPE CHALLENGE 

 

Go on a shape hunt around your house. 

           How many 3D shapes can you find? E.g: 

 a football – sphere 

 a box - cube 

 a bin - cylinder 

 

  Cylinder      Cube 

 

      Cuboid               Sphere 

WAR ON WORDS 

Use your phonics to write these words. Read them first and 

talk about the sounds. Then ask a grown up to read the words 

aloud. Can you spell them correctly? 
 

Reception Year One 

flags 

bunting 

king  

singing 

clap 

party 

remember  

victory 

brave 

people 
 

MEASUREMENT 

 

Have a competition using the planes and gliders you have 

made. 

How far will each travel?  How can you measure the 

distances?  Which one flew the furthest? 

HANDWRITING – Number Formation 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Practise writing these numbers in as many ways as you would 

like: 

Using paintbrushes and water on the patio outside; 

chunky chalks; using paints; in a shallow tray with glitter, sand 

or shaving foam 

 

SUBTRACTION 

 

You will need to find a way of choosing two numbers.  You 

could use two dice, playing cards, your number line or hundred 

square from your pack. 

 

Roll the dice, turn over two cards or pick two numbers.  Take 

the smallest number away from the larger number.  

 

Remember to use resources such as counters, a number line or 

hundred square to help if you need it. 

CREATIVE WRITING  

 

Victory in Europe celebrations.  Imagine you were part of the 

VE day celebrations in 1945. 

 

Write a postcard to a family member telling them all about the 

VE Day celebrations. 

On the back you could draw what you did and what you saw. 

CODE BREAKERS 
During the war people often used codes to communicate.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

a+c=?             f+b=?              j+h=?           b+i=? 

You may want to use objects or a number line to help. 

NON-FICTION WRITING 

 

What is VE Day?  When is it?  How was it celebrated? Why is 

it remembered? 

Find out all you can about VE Day. 

 

Create a fact file or information poster to show what you have 

found out. 
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PEOPLE WHO HELP US 

 

Find some pictures and talk about people who help to keep you 

safe/look after you.   

Some ideas: your family, people at school, fire fighters… 

 

The ‘People Who Help Us’ Reception lesson maybe  

of interest: 

https://www.thenational.academy/reception/foundation 
/people-who-help-us-reception-wk2-2 

BE ACTIVE 

 

Play some classic games from the 1940s. 

- Hopscotch (another opportunity to form your numbers 

correctly when you mark out the squares) 

- Skipping with a skipping rope.  How many skips can 

you do?  Can you learn some sipping rhymes? 

 

MAKE A PLANE 

 

Make a plane or a glider.  Find some images of a spitfire.  

Decorate your plane/glider with similar markings. 

 

For an extra challenge you could research different ways to 

make paper planes and use these for one of the maths 

challenges. 

 

EUROPE 

 

Use an atlas, globe or the internet.  Can you find Great Britain?  

The rest of Europe?  Are there any countries that you have 

visited? 

Choose one European country to find out about.   

 

The ‘What is Europe Like?’ Year 1 lesson maybe of interest: 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-
1/foundation/what-is-europe-like-year-1-wk1-4 
Also, from BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zktjqp3 

BUNTING 

 

Make some bunting and pin it up to celebrate VE Day.  You 

could draw the Union Jack or your own design using red, white 

and blue. 

 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

 

Ask a grown up to help you find some music from the 1940s 

on the internet.  Listen to the music – what do you think?  

What do you like/dislike about it?  What instruments can you 

hear?  How does it make you feel? 

 

Some ideas: Glenn Miller, Vera Lynn 

A TIMELINE 

Create a simple timeline working back from now to WW2. This 

might include events from your own life, your parents, 

grandparents or great-grandparents.  

You may want to use photographs and order them into a 

timeline. You could draw pictures or add information.  

 

You may use language such as a long time ago, 75 years ago, 

when Grandad was a child, before Nanny was born, in the past 

etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

WARTIME TREATS 

Research and find out about some World War 2 recipes. 

 

Have a go at making one of them or find out what ingredients 

would be needed. 

If you can’t make the recipe perhaps you could draw the 

ingredients or the meal on a paper plate. 

Some examples might be: 

 

Eggless pancakes, bread pudding or potato scones. 

 

 

MIXED FEELINGS 

 

Watch some online clips about VE Day.  

How do you think you would have felt? How would you 

celebrate?  

Ask a grown up to help you write a list of emotions to describe 

how people may have felt on VE day. 

Try to use different words to describe feelings of happiness. 

E.g. joyful, relieved, excited 

PEACE 

 

What is peace? Research and create a symbol or a poster to 

promote peace.  
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